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Increased Housing Costs and Stagnant Incomes: A Double Whammy for Women 

No  one 
would deny that the 
lack of affordable 
housing in the Unit-

ed States is a serious problem. Housing 
affordability is all over the headlines, as 
is the gender pay gap; but when you 
couple them together with some basic 
demographic information, the stark 
economic inequality for women be-
comes even more evident.  
 Between 2009 and 2014, the U.S. 
Census Bureau reports that more than 
a million unmarried female-headed 
households were started in rental units, 
representing 25% of all new renter fam-

ily households over that time. The 
Census defines “family” as at least one 
member of the household who is re-
lated to the head of household by 
birth, marriage- or adoption; “single” 
includes those never married, di-
vorced, separated or widowed. In 2014 
(most recent data available), nearly 
70% of total female-headed rental 
units housed children.  

 The largest growing age cohort in 
this demographic are in the 65-plus- 
category. These are women who are 
caring for other family members, in-
cluding their grandchildren, some of 
whom must rely on fixed incomes.  
 Looking further into income levels, 
an astounding 41% of all families that 
live below the poverty level are headed 
by single females who rent; and 61% of 
renter households living below the pov-
erty line are led by women.    

(Continued on page 7) 

By: Paula Munger, 
NAA’s Director 
of Research and 
Analysis.  
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President’s Message:  by Kristine Siemieniak 

 On September 20th, Governor Snyder 
signed bills legalizing and regulating medical 
marijuana edibles and dispensaries.  The three 
bills that passed are HB 4209 that would regulate 
the growing and transporting of the drug, HB 
4210 that allows for the manufacture and use of 
marijuana infused products by a qualified patient 
and HB 4827 establishes a tracking system.  
What did not get passed was the PMAM initiated 
bill SB 72 that would codify the attorney general 
opinion allowing rental housing providers to re-
strict growing and smoking of marijuana in a rental setting if the language 
is inserted in the lease.   
 Since the legislature is in their Lansing offices very limited in Octo-
ber, Mia McNeil, PMAM’s lobbyist has asked that we engage our members 
in helping get this important legislation passed by visiting key legislators of 
the house while they are campaigning in their districts.  Any of our mem-
bers that can help with this effort by writing letters or by attending visits 
with me, please call today and let me know of your availability.  

 So I thought once we hit September 
things would slow down and turnover would 
be behind us.  But it looks like October is 
going to be just as busy!  The Association 
has a lot going on in October.   
 On October 6th, there is the Landlord-
Tenant Law review instructed by Fink and 
Fink Law. Then on October 11th the Ann 
Arbor Student Housing Fair for all Landlords 
to showcase their houses and apartments 
takes place at the Rogel Ballroom at the University of Michigan 
Union.  On October 12th there are back to back events of the 
Reverse Trade Show and the Wine & Euchre night.  Be sure to 
come to these two events to support the association and have 
fun.  The Wine and Euchre Night is free to all out members.   
 Finally, the PMAM is again giving us an amazing educa-
tion opportunity October 20th & 21st with the GLAStar Education 
and Awards Event at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing (GO 
GREEN).   I would like to thank all of our sponsors for these 
events as we could not be able to do any of them without you.  
If you are not signed up for any of these events, do so now on 
our website, get involved!! 
 I hope that in November things slow down, but I am not 
holding my breath.  Hope everyone has a great month and I 
hope to see everyone at some of the events this month.  You 
can always refer to page 10 of this newsletter for a calendar of 
events that you can print and give to your staff.   

Office Message:  By Alice Ehn  and Jenelle Franklin 

Message from Your Membership 
Chair 

 
Dear Fellow Member: 
 As your Membership Chairperson, I am writing to seek 
your help. It is important that we continue to grow our Associa-
tion and we need your assistance.  Each of us has connections 
and relationships with other apartment communities and busi-
nesses that could also benefit from being a member of the Asso-
ciation.   

 
We simply ask that you reach out and encourage them 
to join WAAA .  Your influence and recommendation 
could make all the difference! 

  
 We would like to reward your efforts and kicked off a 
Membership Drive Contest a few months ago with great cash 
prizes for each new member you bring into the Association.  At-
tached is a flyer that outlines the contest and the incentives. 
I challenge each member to bring in ONE new member in 
2016.  Just one new member from each of us, would allow us to 
reach our goals and strengthen our Association, which benefits 
us all! 
 I thank you for your membership and support! 

Michelle Milliken 
See next page for particulars on  

the Membership Drive.   

CHALLENGE  —  JUST ONE 

 If this legislation does not pass this year, it 
will be dismissed and will need to be introduced 
next year.  With the election coming up, and not 
really knowing what the make up of the state 
house will be next year, it is critical to make your 
voice heard now.   
 That being said, PMAM is launching a 
new benefit for you to make it easier to get en-
gaged in the legislative process this week.  The 
new product is called VOTER VOICE.  We will 
have Peter Fromknecht, the Manager for Grass Roots Advocacy for NAA 
at our Annual General Membership Meeting November 17th at Weber’s 
Inn from 11:30 to 1:00 to share with you how it works and how to get 
signed up for it.  We wanted to mention it early ere because the launch of 
this product will be the first week in October to help get your voices heard 
for the SB 72 initiative.  Please watch for this information in your inbox and 
get signed up to help.    To learn more come to the General Membership 
Lunch in November. 



HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: 

 Every New Business Partner Member (Vendor) who 
joins: 
You receive $25 bonus and 1 point 

 Every New Property Professional Member: 
You receive $25 and 1 point for every 50 units the 
property professional member joins (For example: if 
they join 200 units - you will receive a $100 referral fee 
and earn 4 points) 

 
PLUS: 

 Reach 5 points and receive a $200 bonus on top of the 
referral fee 

 Reach 10 points and receive an ADDITIONAL $300 

 Reach 15 points and receive an ADDITIONAL $400 

 Reach 20 points and receive an ADDITIONAL $500 
 
RULES:  

 Contest and points accumulations start immediately through 
12/31/16 

 You must call the office and give the name/company of who 
you referred to the Association.  Prospective new member 
MUST tell WAAA who referred them when they sign up 

 Any person receiving $600 or more in referral fees/bonus will 
receive a 1099 at the end of the year.  Bonus/Fees will be paid 
only after new member has paid their dues.  

Membership Drive Contest Member Service Announcement 

http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Plumbing-Services-and-Supplies/Dynamic-Drains-LLC-539
http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Internet-Services/Mlive-Media-Group-860
http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Painting-and-Supplies/SherwinWilliams-Company-603


2016 Continuing Education Classes For Real Estate Licenses 

 
 

Help grow the  
Association!! 

 Like Us on Facebook 

Local Affiliate Date, Time and Location of class        Association Contact Information 

September 16, 2016  9 am – 4 pm 
PMAWM (New Office) 
1760 44th Street SW, Suite 7 
Wyoming, MI  49519 

$65 Members   $95 Non-members 

Christina Baragar, Association Executive 
(616) 531-5243 or toll-free (866) 989-9800 
Email: info@pmawm.com 
Website: www.pmawm.com 

October 27, 2016   9 am – 4 pm 
Kapnick Insurance Training Center 
1201 Briarwood Circle 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

$65 Members   $95 Non-members 

Alice Ehn, Executive Officer 
(734) 663-1200 
Email: info@wa3hq.org 
Website: www.wa3hq.org 

October 7, 2016  9 am – 4:30 pm 
Troy Community Center  
3179 Livernois 
Troy, MI 48083 

$75 Members   $99 Non-members 

Danielle Trosen, Association Executive 
(248) 594-9803 
Email: info@dmaa.net  
Website: www.dmaa.net 

October 14, 2016  9 am – 4 pm 
Crowne Plaza Lansing West 
925 South Creyts Road 
Lansing, MI  48917 

$65 Members   $95 Non-members 

Emilee Turner,  Association Executive 
(517) 281-0815 
Email: info@pmamm.com 
Website: www.pmamm.com 

Sponsored by:  You must bring your pocket identification 
card to receive credit for these classes.   

Designed especially for you, the  
Property Management Professional   

Topics are relevant to the Multi-Family industry rather than real estate as a whole.   
 

 If you have your CAM, NALP or CAPS designation or SHCM certification 

this class will fulfill your Continuing Education Credits! 
 

 Even if you don’t hold a Real Estate license, we encourage you to attend this valuable  
education session as a Property Management Professional. 

 
 Instructor: David Soule, KMG Prestige 

Contact the PMAM affiliate in your area to sign up for your Continued Education credits. 
Lunch will be served at all locations! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washtenaw-Area-Apartment-Association/76011336153?focus_composer=true
http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Fire-and-Water-Restoration/Paul-Davis-Restoration-523


Pub Crawl Pics 

Second Stop: Pretzel Bell 

Sponsored by Synergy Fiber 

Final Stop: Conor O’Neills — Sponsored 

by Fuller Creative Services 

First Stop: Black Pearl  

Sponsored by Solar  

Contract Carpet 

YUM - Car Bombs 

http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Painting-and-Supplies/PPG-Paints-564
http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Coinop-Laundry-Services/Great-Lake-Comm-Sales-Corp-Office-583


Grace Outreach of Michigan 

Press Release:  Reverse Trade Show to BENEFIT  

GRACE OUTREACH OF MICHIGAN,  
a 501(C)(3) nonprofit designed to give back to our rental housing com-
munities.  The goal of Grace Outreach is to raise monies and resources 
for our residents in need, and ultimately to prevent some evictions that 

are costly to our members and a hardship for our residents.  
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP??????? 
 

Suppliers: Click on "Register" to sign up.  Each person that is attending 
will pay $100 donation that is 100% deductible as a charitable contribution 
to "Grace Outreach of Michigan".  
Property Management Companies: Key decision makers are being 
asked to give a total of 1.5 hours of time talking to suppliers about their 
products and how they can help you.  THAT’S IT.  JUST A LITTLE TIME. 
Please commit to help this worthy cause by calling the office at 734-663-
1200.  If you cannot make the full 1.5 hours we would be happy to sched-
ule you for less.  Let us know if your community can spare some time and 
give back.   
  
We would like to thank RECYCLE ANN ARBOR for including us in their  
“change round up” campaign to encourage their shoppers to place extra 
change in a designated container to benefit GO from September to December.  
Head over to Recycle Ann Arbor to help them help Grace. Or purchase a t-
shirt with the order blank to the right.  Or you can join the group to give back to 

Grace Outreach  
T-shirt Order Form 

Name of 
Person 

Quantity 
Ordered 

Indicate S. 
M. L, XL 

Price each Total 

     

     

     

     

     

Make Check payable to : 
Grace Outreach of Michigan 
Send to : 
2008 S. State Street, Ste C 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Total Enclosed  

Cost per shirt: $25.00 
100% Deductible 
TIN: 81-1416950 

Donor Name and Address: 
 
 
 

“There is not a man of us who does not at times 
need a helping hand to be stretched out to him, 
and then shame upon him who will not stretch 

out the helping hand to his brother.”  
― Theodore Roosevelt  

https://washtenawapartmentmiassoc.wliinc14.com/events/Reverse-Trade-Show-Meet-The-Buyer-event-(immediately-preceeding-Wine-and-Euchre-night)-83/register
http://www.pmamhq.com/how-to-enter-glastar-awards.html
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/44567.Theodore_Roosevelt


NETWORKING ….. 
 

is the single most powerful marketing tactic to accel-
erate and sustain success for any  

Individual or organization! –   Adam Small 
 

Ultimately, it’s not about who 

you know ... but  

WHO KNOWS YOU!! 

 
See page 10 for a Calendar to help 

you get involved 

Double Whammy (con’t) 
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 When adjusted for inflation, both men’s and women’s 
incomes have barely budged in recent years, and have fall-
en since 2007.  Although the gender pay gap has narrowed 
over time, it has recently leveled off, but there is still a long 
way to go. In 2014, women made 78.6 cents to men’s $1.  

 If a woman is unmarried and has children between the 
ages of 6 and 17, the pay gap widens further.  

 While the rate of inflation (Consumer Price Index) has 
been just about non-existent post-Recession, when broken 
down into various components, the increased costs are 
troubling. Since 2012, rent, education- and healthcare costs 
are all rising faster than the sum of all the components of 
the CPI; precisely how these working mothers with 6-17 year
-olds are spending their hard-earned incomes. Triple 
whammy?  

(Continued from page 1) 
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http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Maintenance-Services-and-Supplies/Wilmar-Industries,-Inc-573
http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Furniture-Sales-or-Rental/CORT-46


Member2Member Discounts 

ANDERSON PAINT COMPANY  
One complimentary 5 gallon bucket 
of primer or paint for WA3 members 
each year.  
Contact Number: 734-971-0868  
 
COMMERCIAL MORTGAGE PROVIDER 
734-476-3851  
1. No Application Fee   2. 10% discount on brokerage fee 
 
FULLER CREATIVE SERVICES 
Fuller Creative Services offers a full community photo ses-
sion for $250 (regularly $350); includes up to 50 interior/
exterior/grands/amenities photos.  Additional photography 
discounts available for Rental Homes starting at only $99 
per property.  Contact Fuller Creative Services for more  
details: (734) 626-7501 or fullercreatiservices@gmail.com 
 
HALEY MECHANICAL 
TRY US IN YOUR HOME, USE US IN YOUR BUSINESS 
$30 off any service or repair in your home:  Furnace, A/C 
Plumbing or Electrical.  Call to find out how we can help you 
at your business.  734-424-9170 www.haleymechanical.com 
 
PAUL DAVIS RESTORATION & REMODELING  
734-930-0303  
www.restorationannarbor.com  
Call today for your FREE mold inspection  

Business Partner members that want to 
participate in this discount program to be 
listed here and have a coupon on our web-

site, contact Alice Ehn at 734-663-200  
or info@wa3hq.org  

Click HERE to 
go to  

coupons on  
website 

New Members to Welcome 

PROPERTY PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS 
City Place Ann Arbor 
Robbyn Crooks 
425 S. 5th Ave, 2A, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Phone:  734-794-3311 
Email:  robbyn@campusvillage.com 
 
Keys Management 
Martin Nyrkkanen 
740 Packard Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Phone:  734-564-2125 
Email:  keysmgmt@comcast.net 
 
Strong Future Homes 
Andrew Kneffel 
928 W. Michigan, Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
Phone:  734-547-5117 
Email:  stongfuture@kmgprestige.com 
 
BUSINESS PARTNER MEMBERS 
360 Paint Ann Arbor 
Chris Ring 
2723 S. State Street, Ste 150, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Phone: 734-845-8029 
Email:  cring@360painting.com 
 
Bio-One Detroit 
Martel Williams 
23205 Gratiot Ave, #270, Eastpointe, MI 48021 
Phone: 586-663-8766 
Email: info@bioonedetroit.com 

MEMBERSHIP 101  

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS  

October 26 from 4:00 to 5:00 pm at 
Woodland Mews Super Cool 

Clubhouse 
 

All NEW members 
automatically get 

signed up for      
Membership 101 to 
learn to get the most 

from their           
membership dollars 

 
Any ESTABLISHED 
members that don’t 

know all the benefits 
they are missing out 
on ,are also welcome 

to come….Just sign up online. 
 

It is FREE to anyone and light snacks and drinks are served 

http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Coinop-Laundry-Services/Coinmach-550
mailto:fullercreativeservices@gmail.com
http://www.restorationannarbor.com
http://web.wa3hq.org/coupons


Get the Apartment Association Website on Your Home Screen 



 November 16 - PMAM Leadership 
Day in Lansing at Urban Beat 

 November 17 - Annual General 
Membership Lunch at Weber’s Inn 

 The DECEMBER HOLIDAY  
AWARDS EVENT is moving to 
JANUARY 20TH and will be a  

Prohibition Casino Award Event at 
Cobblestone Farms 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!  

Spouses and Costumes  
Encouraged 

Moving Forward 2016 

October 2016 

1 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 5 
Education Committee 

7 
 

6Program Committee 4 
 

27 

10 14 11Legislative Committee 12 Board of Directors 

21 
Storm water rate 
meeting - A2 

19 18 
Membership Committee 

17 

24 25  
PMAM BOD 
PMAM Legislative 

20 

13 

26 
 

Events and Education Calendar 

28 Real Estate Continuing 
Education for Property 

Management 

Landlord Tenant Law Review 
Instructor: Jim Fink - 1/2 Day 

A2 Student Housing Fair 
Reverse Trade 

Show 
Wine and Euchre 

Night 

Membership 101 

http://web.wa3hq.org/buyersguide/Carpet-and-Flooring-Companies/Solar-Contract-Carpet-79
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Real-Estate-Continuing-Education-For-Property-Management-81/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Real-Estate-Continuing-Education-For-Property-Management-81/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Real-Estate-Continuing-Education-For-Property-Management-81/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/LandlordTenant-Law-Review-85/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Ann-Arbor-Student-Housing-Fair-79/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Reverse-Trade-Show-Meet-The-Buyer-event-(immediately-preceeding-Wine-and-Euchre-night)-83/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Reverse-Trade-Show-Meet-The-Buyer-event-(immediately-preceeding-Wine-and-Euchre-night)-83/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Wine-and-Euchre-Night-82/details
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Wine-and-Euchre-Night-82/details
http://www.pmamhq.com/
http://www.pmamhq.com/
http://web.wa3hq.org/events/Membership-101-Getting-the-most-from-your-Membership-80/details


http://www.brkelectronics.com/

